Q: WHAT IS THE PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE?

The Planning Advisory Committee or (PAC) is an independent
quasi-judicial body appointed by Council (but not a committee of
Council) under the terms of the New Brunswick Community Plan-
ning Act. It is made up of a number of residents from a cross-
section of the community, and is required to provide advice to
Council on land use planning matters and to make decisions on
variance applications and applications concerning secondary or
similar uses under the Town's zoning by-laws.

Q: WHAT IS A VARIANCE?

A variance generally involves a minor change (usually a reduction)
in a standard as set out in the Town'’s zoning by-laws, or, more
rarely, the sub-division by-law. A re-zoning application is a more
significant change, and must be made through Council for the
property in question. Applicants in normal procedure make
application through PAC that in turn makes recommendation for or
against to Council. If PAC rules against an application to
re-zone, the applicant may still go directly to Council, for Council
decision, on the re-zoning application. If recommended by
Council, the process requires three readings and can take four
months or more for approval, and indeed may not be approved if
serious objection comes forth from neighboring property owners.

Q: WHAT ZONING STANDARDS CAN BE AFFECTED BY
VARIANCES?

The zoning by-laws set minimum standards for such things as
building set-backs from property lines, building heights and
number of storeys, minimum lot and building sizes, the percentage
of a lot that may be covered by buildings, the location and height of
fences or hedges, and has prescribed standards for advertising
signs. For example, the width of a house and attached garage may
be of a dimension requiring a variance on total set-back from side
property lines. Or, because of the existing placement of a mature
tree, it is desirable to place a building closer to a required set-back
than would otherwise be allowed. A variance may be applied for
and may be granted by the Planning Advisory Committee.

Q: WHAT ARE “SECONDARY USES” AND “SIMILAR USES”?

The zoning by-laws control not only physical aspects of land use,
such as lot and building sizes but also the kinds of use of property
allowed in each zone. For instance, business or commercial uses
in residential zones are usually strictly limited.






